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Vision

It is the NSYA’s vision to make high 
performance sailing and recreational 
boating lifelong activities for Nova 
Scotians through excellence in competition 
and training.



Philosophy & Implementation

The NSYA will work with Clubs 
towards achieving these 

standards rather than enforcing 
them.



NSYA initiative

• The NSYA Board has identified a need to 
enhance the level of Race Management 
and Judging at regattas held in the 
Province. 

• The NSYA will work with Clubs to ensure 
that the NSYA’s requirements for race 
officers are attainable and, where possible 
and upon application,will assist with 
funding



NSYA Policy on Race Management

As part of a program of Race Officer Development
• Race Management Certification Policy adopted 

on March 14, 2006. 
• Policy informed by and built on the CYA’s Race 

Officer Policy.
• Lays out standards of preparation and 

experience required for the conduct of races at 
the individual club and provincial level.



Benefits of Race Officers Policy

Helps ensure:
1. A high standard of race management for the 

enjoyment, competitiveness and  safety of 
sailors

2. Fairness for all competitors
3. Consistency from regatta to regatta
4. Opportunity for personal development
5. Enhanced Club competitiveness in attracting 

provincial, national and international regattas



Categories of Race Officers

• Level I – Assistant Race Officer *
• Level II – Club Race Officer *
• Level III – Canadian Race Officer**
• Level IV – Senior Canadian Race Officer**

* NSYA certifies on behalf of CYA
** CYA certification on NSYA 

recommendation



Categories of Judges
• Introductory level – Club protest committee 

member
• Level I – Club Judge
• Level II – Senior Club Judge*
• Level III – Canadian Judge**
• Level IV – Senior Canadian Judge**

* Must participate in rules seminar
** CYA Certification



Current Nova Scotia Roster of 
Race Officers and Judges

• 32 Assistant Race Officers
• 13 Provincial Race Officers
• 2 National Race Officers
• 1 Senior National Race Officer
• 3 Provincial judges
• 1 Senior National Judge



Levels of Officers

A-Level
National championships:
• PRO  is Canadian Race Officer
• Club Race Officers on hand to assist in 

their development 
• Senior Canadian Judge required
• 3 person protest committee



Levels of Officers (cont.)

B Level
Provincial & CYA Regional Championships:
• PRO is Canadian Race Officer
• Club Race Officers on hand to assist in 

their development
• Canadian Judge
• Senior Club Judges and Club Judges on 

hand to work with Canadian Judge



Levels of Officers (cont.)

C Level
Club and Local Regattas:
• PRO at least a Club Race Officer (Level II 

workshop + experience)
• Assistant Race Officers to assist (Level I 

workshop + experience)



Race Officer Development – What 
NSYA will do

• Communicate new policy and certification standards
• Maintain a roster of all qualified race management 

officers
• Review and update roster re race officer activity level, 

continuing interest and certification upgrading
• Encourage race officers to continue development 

training
• Offer seminars to train Assistant and Club race officers 

and coordinate attendance of candidates at national 
training events

• Seek funding to offset costs



Race Officer Development – What 
Clubs can do

• Encourage their members to seek 
certification, starting at Level I, Assistant 
Race Officer

• Encourage their Assistant Race Officers to 
seek upgrading to Level II – Club Race 
Officer

• Request NSYA involvement to ensure 
appropriate officers on hand for regattas



Transition

• Transition period of three years
• NSYA will work with Clubs to ensure 

certified race officials are available for 
regattas with NSYA Provincial Sailing 
Championships

• Exceptions to be addressed on case by 
case basis
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